
 

 
 

Year 
Group  

Key Vocabulary  Widget  Definition  Makaton Sign  
(where appropriate) 

EYFS Earth 

 

The planet we live on.  

                 

 Our World   

 

The earth and all the people, 
places, and things on it.  

     

 home 

   

The place where we live with our 
families.  

                   



 

 school 

 

The place where we go to learn.  

                 

 England 

 

The country we live in.  

                 

 Plymouth 

 

The town we live in.  

                



 

 London 

 

The capital city of England. 

                

 baby 

 

A very young child. 

              

 toddler 

 

A young child who is beginning to 
walk. 

            



 

 child 

  

A young adult.  

           

 adult/grown up 

  

A fully grown and developed person. 

           

 family  

  

The people who are close to you, 
look after you and care for you.  

           

 map 

  

A 2D drawing of an area or place.  

                    



 

 sketch 

 
 

A simple drawing (of an area or 
place).  

                 
Mimic drawing dashed lines  

 draw 

 

To make a picture (of an area or 
place).  

                
Mimic drawing continuous lines  

 plan 

 

To decide what you will do before 
you do it.  

       



 

Year 1 & 2 map 

  

A 2D drawing of an area or place, 
often with a key.  

                

 compass 

  

A tool used for navigation and 
direction to help you find where 
something is.  

 

 North 

  

The direction in which a compass 
needle normally points.  

 

 East 

  

The direction on the right hand side 
of North. The direction the sun rises.  

 



 

 South 

 

The direction ½ a turn from North.  
(the opposite direction of North) 

 

 West 

  

The direction on the left hand side of 
North. The direction the sun sets. 

 

 left 

  

To move towards the West.  

                  



 

 right 

  

To move towards the East  

          

 Physical features 

 

Features of the world that would still 
be there even if humans were not. 

 

 Human features 

 

Features that are built by humans.   



 

 near 

 

Something that is a short distance 
away.  

               

 far 

 

Something that is a long distance 
away. 

                   

 symbols 

 

A simple image to represent a 
feature (on a map).  

              



 

 countries 

 

An area of land with boundaries.  
 
Our world has 195 countries.  

 

 continents 

 

A group of countries joined by 
continuous land.  
 
Our world has 7 continents.  

 

 sea or ocean 

 

 

Year 1 - Large expanses of water 
that cover the land.  
 
Year 2 - An ocean is a very large 
area of sea.  
 
Our world has 5 major oceans.  
               



 

 coastline or beach 

 

 

Coastline - The land along the coast.  
 
Beach - An area of land covered by 
sand, pebbles, shingles at the edge 
of the sea or ocean.  

 

 cliff 

 

 

A steep rocky surface.  

                 



 

 hill  

 
 

A raised area of land.   

 mountain 

 

A large raised area of land.   



 

 forest  

 

A large area covered by trees and 
plants.  

 

 harbour 

 

 

A place on the coast where boats 
and ships may moor for shelter.  

              



 

 port 

 

A place located next to the sea or 
ocean where ships load and unload 
cargo and passengers.  

             
Same as above but with bigger 

emphasis 

 village 

 

 

A group of houses and buildings, 
often in a rural area. It is smaller than 
a town.  

            



 

 town 

 

 

A built up area with houses and 
buildings. It is smaller than a city, and 
bigger than a village.  

                

 city 

 

 

A large town with major buildings and 
houses.  

                
Same as above but with bigger 

emphasis 



 

 Equator  

 

An imaginary line around the middle 
of the planet that splits the planet into 
a northern and southern hemisphere. 

 

 weather 

 

The conditions created by day-to-day 
changes in the Earth’s atmosphere. 
 
For example; wind, rain, sun, snow.  

             

 capital city 

 

The city or town where a country's 
government is based. 

 

Yr 3 & 4 climate 

 

Climate is an area’s weather patterns 
over a period of time. Different areas 
of the world experience different 
climates depending where they are. 

 



 

 climate zone 

 

Climate Zones are areas with distinct 
climates. They are  Temperate, 
Tropical, Arid, Mediterranean, Polar 
and Mountains. 
 

 

 biome 

 

An area in the world with similar 
plants and animals. 

 

 equatorial and 
tropical zones 
 

 

The Equatorial region is around the 
equator which divides Earth into 
Northern and Southern hemispheres. 
The tropical regions lies very close to 
either side of the equator.  

 



 

 continents 

 

Continents are any of the world's 
main continuous expanse of land 
(Europe, Asia, Africa, North and 
South America, Australia, 
Antarctica). 
 

 

 countries 
 

 

A country is a nation with its own 
government, occupying a particular 
territory. 
 

 

 oceans 
 

 

Oceans are very large expanses of 
salt water that covers most of the 
Earth.  Arctic, North Atlantic, South 
Atlantic, North Pacific, South Pacific, 
Indian and Southern Oceans. 

            



 

 temperate climate 
zone 

 

Temperate zones are the mild 
temperature areas located between 
the tropical and the polar regions. 
They experience 4 seasons (Winter, 
Spring, Summer, Autumn). 

 

 lines of latitude 

 

Lines of latitude run in an east-west 
direction across Earth. We use them 
to find out how far north or south a 
place is. These lines run parallel to 
the Equator. 

 

 lines of longitude 

 

Lines of longitude run in a 
north-south direction. We use them 
to find out how far east or west a 
place is. These lines run from the top 
of the Earth to the bottom. 

 

 hemisphere 

 

S half of the earth, divided into 
northern and southern halves by the 
equator. 

 



 

 North East 

 

The direction  midway between North 
and East. 

 

 South East 

 

The direction  midway between South 
and East. 

 

 North West 

 

The direction  midway between North 
and West. 

 

 South West 

 

The direction  midway between South 
and West. 

 



 

 water cycle 

 

The cycle of processes by which 
water circulates between the earth's 
oceans, atmosphere, and land. 

 

 precipitation 

 

Rain, snow, sleet, or hail that falls on 
the ground. 

               

 condensation 

 

The conversion of a vapour or gas to 
a liquid (clouds). 

 

 evaporation 

 

The process of turning from liquid 
into vapour. 

 



 

 ground water 

  

Water held underground in the soil or 
in pores and crevices in rock. 
 

 

 Equator 

 

It is an imaginary line around the 
Earth that goes exactly midway 
between the North Pole and the 
South Pole and divides it into two 
equal halves, the Northern 
Hemisphere and the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

 

Year 5 and 6 lines of latitude 

 

Lines of latitude run in an east-west 
direction across Earth. We use them 
to find out how far north or south a 
place is. These lines run parallel to 
the Equator. 

 

 lines of longitude 

 

Lines of longitude run in a 
north-south direction. We use them 
to find out how far east or west a 
place is. These lines run from the top 
of the Earth to the bottom. 

 



 

 Tropic of Cancer 

 

The region of Earth’s surface that is 
closest to the Equator is called the 
tropics. Two imaginary lines that 
circle the globe mark the boundaries 
of the tropics and the line called the 
Tropic of Cancer marks the northern 
edge.  

 

 Tropic of Capricorn 

 

The region of Earth’s surface that is 
closest to the Equator is called the 
tropics. Two imaginary lines that 
circle the globe mark the boundaries 
of the tropics and the line called the 
Tropic of Capricorn marks the 
southern edge. 

 

 earthquake 
 

 

Earthquakes are natural vibrations. 
They are caused by sudden 
movements in the Earth’s crust.  

 

 epicentre 
 

 

The area on the Earth’s surface 
directly above an earthquake is the 
epicentre. 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Equator/353104
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Equator/353104


 

 Ring of Fire 
 

 

The Ring of Fire is a circle of active 
volcanoes found around the edge of 
the Pacific Ocean. 

     

 volcano 
 
 

 

A volcano is an opening or rupture in 
the Earth’s crust  through which lava, 
ash and gases  escape.  

 

 Richter Scale 
 

 

The Richter Scale is a scale used to 
measure the strength of an 
earthquake. 

 

 natural 
hazard/disaster 
 

 

A natural hazard/disaster is a great 
force of nature, such as an 
earthquake, flood or storm, which is 
a threat or danger to people and their 
way of life. 

 



 

 territories 

 

An area of land that belongs to or is 
controlled by a government. 

 

 indigenous 
language 

  

A language that originated in a 
specified place. 

 

 
topographical map 

  

A map that shows the features of 
an area, such as rivers and 
mountains. 

Greek: ‘topos’ = place & ‘graphia’ 
= writing 

 

 
tectonic plates 

 

Tectonic plates are large, rocky 
sections which make the outermost 
layer of the Earth (the crust). They 
fit together like a jigsaw covering 
the Earth and the hot magma below 
flows in currents which causes the 
plates to move. 

 



 

 

 
settlement 

 

A place where people live.  

 
trade 

 

Buying and selling goods and 
services. This can mean trading 
within a village, or companies 
trading with other countries across 
the world. 

             

 
terrain 

 

A stretch of land. 
Latin: ‘terra’ = earth/land 

 


